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Recovery  underway  on  ravaged  Coast 


ince  1877 


PASCAGOULA,  Miss.  (BP  and  local 
reports)  —  Sbuthern  Baptists  along 
Mississippi's  Gulf  Coast  say  the  response 
of  Christians  from  around  the  nation  has 
inspired  them  in  their  struggle  to  recov¬ 
er  from  Hurricane  Katrina  damage. 

Jackson  Association  in  southeastern 
Mississippi,  for  example,  processed 
more  than  3,000  volunteers  in  the  two 
months  following  Hurricane  Katrina. 
The  volunteers  have  removed  mud  and 
debris  from  600  homes  in  Pascagoula 
and  elsewhere  in  the  area. 

"It  gives  us  a  great  deal  of  encourage¬ 
ment  and  emotional  energy  to  go  on,"  said 
Tom  Miller,  associate  missions  director  for 
Jackson  Association.  "The  fact  people  care 
and  come  and  assist  in  demolition  and 
repair  work  gives  you  a  boost." 

"We've  been  blessed  by  all  the  volun¬ 
teers,"  said  Brian  Rushing,  associate  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Church  in  Bay  St.  Louis. 
People  from  eight  different  states  have 
cleaned  up  homes,  cleared  away  trees 
and  other  debris,  and  helped  renovate 
First  Church's  building  in  recent  weeks. 

"It  gives  people  hope,  a  little  bit  of 
encouragement  and  shows  them  what  it 
means  to  be  a  Christian  and  love  other  peo¬ 
ple,"  Rushing  said.  "We've  heard  over  and 
over  again  [from  residents],  'If  it  weren't  for 
the  church,  we  wouldn't  have  any  help.'" 

Both  Jackson  County  and  Bay  St.  Louis 
farther  to  the  west  suffered  extensive  dam¬ 
age.  In  Jackson  County,  at  the  southeastern 
edge  of  the  state,  70%  of  the  population  of 
132,000  was  affected  by  the  storm.  Miller 
said.  Twenty-seven  of  the  Baptist  associa¬ 
tion's  43  churches  sustained  damage,  with  10 
of  the  27  covered  by  water  as  deep  as  six  feet. 

The  flooded  churches  are  being  mudded 
out,  with  all  floor  coverings  ripped  out, 
walls  stripped  down  to  tne  studs,  and 
mold  and  mildew  being  treated. 

The  storm  losses  are  serious,  since  70% 
of  the  association's  churches  have  100 
members  or  less.  Miller  said.  He  said  many 
are  currently  meeting  in  fellowship  halls, 
cafeterias,  on  porches,  or  in  tents. 

"A  couple  may  not  exist  after  the  storm," 
Miller  said.  "There's  so  much  repaired  and 
they  only  have  20-25  members.  They  may 
reincorporate  with  another  church." 

Miller's  own  experience  illustrates  the 
challenge  facing  churches  in  the  associa¬ 
tion.  Tne  interim  pastor  of  Four  Mile 
Creek  Church  in  nearby  Escatawpa,  Miller 
said  pre-hurricane  Sunday  School  atten¬ 
dance  of  100-125  has  dropped  in  half. 

"People  are  out  trying  to  get  their 
houses  back  together,"  Miller  said.  "A  lot 
of  people  are  displaced.  They're  staying 
with  family  in  other  locations  20-30 
miles  away.  They  come  down  to  work  on 
their  home  and  then  go  back." 

In  addition,  no  offerings  were  taken  for 
three  weeks  after  the  storm.  Once  they 
resumed,  the  offerings  reached  only  25% 
of  past  levels.  Miller  said.  Four  Mile  Creek 
Church  sustained  $83,000  in  roof  damage 
covered  by  insurance,  but  Miller  said 
there  is  no  coverage  for  most  other  losses. 


BAPTISTS 


Donations 
to  hurricane 
relief  effort 


The  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  (MBCB)  is 
accepting  donations  to  fund 
both  the  immediate  needs  and 
long-term  Mississippi  Baptist 
disaster  relief  efforts  along  the 
Gulf  Coast  and  throughout  the 
state.  Checks  should  be  made 
payable  to  MBCB,  with 
"Hurricane  Relief"  noted  on 
the  memo  line,  and  mailed  to 
MBCB  Business  Office,  P.O. 
Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  Fully  100%  of  the 
donations  will  be  used  directly 
for  hurricane  relief.  More  infor- 
mationxon  how  to  contribute 
can  be  obtained  by  calling 
(601)  292-3206,  or  e-mailing 
mbcbdisasterrelief@mbcb.org. 


BATTLING  MOLD  —  Ryan  Taylor,  a  volunteer  from  Crestwood  (Ky.)  Church,  sprays 
a  bleach  solution  to  help  kill  off  mold  in  a  home  in  Bay  St.  Louis  that  was  flooded  by 
Hurricane  Katrina.  About  60,000  Southern  Baptists  have  volunteered  to  work  along 
the  storm-ravaged  Gulf  Coast  since  the  monster  storm  came  ashore  in  late  August.  (BP 
photo  courtesy  of  Crestwood  Church) 


said.  "We're  in  need  of  raw  materials,  such 
as  sheet  rock  and  carpeting.  Skilled  labor  is 
at  a  premium.  Qualified,  licensed  electri¬ 
cians,  plumbers,  and  folks  like  that  can  be 
crew  leaders,  and  the  city  will  allow  them 
to  work  off  a  license  from  out  of  state." 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief 
Task  Force  was  also  on  the  scene  hours 
after  Hurricane  Katrina  made  landfall, 
preparing  up  to  12,000  meals  per  day  at 
First  Church,  Biloxi. 

To  get  involved  in  the  church  rebuilding 
effort  along  contact  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Adopt  A  Church  ministry  at  (60l)  292-3206. 
E-mail:  disasterrelief@mbcb.org.  Applica¬ 
tion  forms  for  the  ministry  may  be  filled 
out  electronically  at  www.mbcb.org. 


Miss.  Baptists  oppose  gambling 


The  following  commentary  was  submitted 
to  The  Clarion-Ledger  in  Jackson,  in  response 
to  editorial  attacks  on  Mississippi  Baptists  by 


edger  in  Jackson,  in  response 


Editor's 

Notebook 


to  editorial  attacks  on  Mississippi  baptists  by 
the  pro-gambling  newspaper  during  tne  recent 
special  legislative  session  that  approved  land- 
based  casinos.  A  heavily-edited  version  was 
published  in  The  Clarion-Ledger  on  October 
22.  Following  is  the  unedited  version  that  was 
originally  submitted  to  the  newspaper. 


Perspective  Editor  Sid  Salter's 
recent  attacks  on  Mississippi 
Baptists  for  their  unwaver¬ 
ing  stand  against  land-based 
gambling  are  further  troubling 
examples  of  the  intellectual  dis¬ 
honesty  that  passes  for  discourse 
in  the  news  media  these  days. 

Replete  with  half-truths  and 
connect-the-dots  innuendo,  Sal¬ 
ter's  columns  would  have  us 
believe  that  the  actions  of  a 
handful  of  Baptist  legislators  15 
years  ago  and  during  the  recent 
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years  ago  and  during  tne  recent 
special  session  prove  Mississippi 
Baptists  aren't  serious  oppo- 
nH.  nents  of  legalized  gambling. 

S  Jr.  The  truth  is  that  Mississippi 
Baptists  at  their  annual  meetings 
)r  have  passed  at  least  12  resolu¬ 

tions  opposing  virtually  every 
type  of  legalized  gambling  under  consider¬ 
ation  at  the  time.  Those  resolutions  reflect 
the  collective  sentiments  of  the  members  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention's 
churches  as  voted  in  each  annual  session, 
not  the  actions  of  a  few  legislators  in  the 
distant  past  or  even  recently.  That's  not  an 
opinion,  Mr.  Salter.  That's  a  fact. 


Salter  is  also  clever  by  half  when  he 
lumps  all  Baptists  together  to  declare  the 
Mississippi  Legislature  is  majority 
Baptist.  Tne  truth  is  that  while  he  may  be 
technically  correct,  Salter  is  a  lifelong 
Mississippian  who  professes  to  have 
attendee!  a  Baptist  church  so  he  knew 
when  he  wrote  those  words  that  the  many 
Baptist  groups  in  Mississippi  are  inde¬ 
pendent  and  distinctive  from  each  other. 

Just  as  there  are  many  kinds  of 
Methodists  and  many  kinds  of  Lutherans, . 
there  are  many  kinds  of  Baptists.  That's 
not  an  opinion,  Mr.  Salter.  That's  a  fact. 

Mississippi  Baptists  —  the  common  as 
well  as  trademarked  name  for  members 
of  churches  affiliated  with  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  —  clear¬ 
ly  do  not  make  up  a  majority  of  either 
chamber  of  the  Legislature.  Salter's 
headcounts  on  the  gambling  bills  in  1990 
and  2005  are  therefore  suspect  and  obvi¬ 
ously  cannot  be  replied  upon. 

Salter  and  The  Clarion-Ledger's  other 
editorialists  have  consistently  attempted 
to  marginalize  opponents  of  legalized 
gambling.  Those  who  have  spoken  out 
against  the  gambling/political  complex 
in  Mississippi  have  been  described  of  late 
on  the  editorial  pages  of  the  newspaper 
as,  among  other  things,  exploitative  med¬ 
dlers  ana  uncaring  job  destroyers. 

Salter  and  the  editorial  writers  at  The 
Clarion-Ledger,  like  many  Mississippi  news 
media  and  legislators,  have  foolishly  and 
uncritically  accepted  baseless  threats  from 
casino  owners  not  to  rebuild  unless  they 
could  move  on  to  land,  and  dutifully  passed 
the  manufactured  crisis  along  to  readers. 


The  truth  is  that  sane  business  people 
do  not  walk  away  from  a  market  that 
generates  $1.5  billion  a  year  and  even  if 
they  did,  there  would  be  many  other 
gambling  companies  salivating  at  the 
opportunity  to  move  in. 

It's  also  a  fact,  Mr.  Salter,  that  The 
Clarion-Ledger  is  the  recipient  of  many, 
many  thousands  of  dollars  in  advertising 
from  Mississippi  casinos.  Publisher  John 
Newhouse  declined  to  release  those  fig¬ 
ures  to  The  Baptist  Record,  stating,  VT 
believe  you  are  attempting  to  connect 
advertising  with  news  coverage  and  edi¬ 
torial  opinions.  Let  me  assure  you  these 
departments  are  run  entirely  separate 
and  the  dollars  spent  on  advertising 
have  no  bearing  on  news  stories  or  edi¬ 
torials  on  any  subject." 

Fair  enough,  but  one  might  be  led  to 
wonder  why  a  champion  of  open  gov¬ 
ernment  such  as  The  Clarion-Leager 
would  withhold  information  so  impor¬ 
tant  to  this  discussion. 

Surely  no  one  at  the  newspaper  is  act¬ 
ing  unethically  or  improperly,  but  the 
newspaper's  powerful  editorial  voice  in 
favor  of  legalized  gambling  would  no 
doubt  be  deoated  if  the  public  knew  the 
amount  of  money  that  is  changing 
hands. 

I  tip  my  hat  to  the  newspaper's 
reporters  and  photographers  who  nave 
worked  so  tirelessly  on  the  newspaper's 
magnificent  coverage  of  Hurricane 
Katrina  and  its  aftermath,  but  must  also 
sadly  observe  that  your  leadership  has 
failed  you  —  and  us  —  once  again. 

What  a  shame. 
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House  of  Representatives 

YEA-60  (for  land-based  gambling) 

Name _ City 

Akins.  Noal-  Oxford 

Bailey.  Willie  Greenville 

Baker.  Mark  Brandon 

Banks.  Earle  ,  Jackson 

Bentz,  Leonard  Biloxi 

Blackmon  Jr.,  Edward  Canton 
Broomfield.  Billy  Moss  Point 

Brown.  Cedi  Jackson 

Burnett.  Clara  Tunica 

Calhoun.  Credell  Jackson 

Carlton.  Virginia*  Columbia 

Clark.  Bryant  Pickens 

Clarke,  Alyce  Jackson 

Coleman.  Linda  Mound  Bayou 

Coleman.  Mary  Jackson 

Compretta,  J.P.  Bay  St.  Louis 

Davis.  Lee  Jarrell  Hattiesburg 

Dedeaux.  DirkC  Gulfport 

Denny.  Bill  Jackson 

Espy  III,  Henry  Clarksdale 

Evans.  James  Jackson 

Flaggs  Jr  ,  George  Vicksburg 

Fredericks.  Frances  Gulfport 

Guice  Jr..  Daniel  Ocean  Springs 

Hamilton.  Frank  Hurley 

Harrison.  Esther  Columbus 

Hinds  Sr.,  John  Greenville 

Holland.  Steve  Plantersville 

Holloway  Sr..  Gregory  Hazlehurst 
Ishee.  Roger  Gulfport 

Janus.  Michael  Biloxi 

Johnson  III.  Robert  Natchez 

Malone.  Bennett  Carthage 

Martinson,  Rita  Madison 

Mayhall  Jr.,  W.T.  Southaven 

Mayo,  John  Clarksdale 

Moak,  Bobby*  Bogue  Chitto 

Moore.  John*  Brandon 

Morris.  Leonard  Batesville 

Myers,  David  McComb 

Norquist.  David  Cleveland 

Patterson.  Randall  Biloxi 

Peranich.  Diane  Pass  Christian 

Read.  John*  Gautier 

Reeves.  John*  Jackson 

Robinson  Jr.,  Walter  Bolton 


Simpson  Jr..  James* 
Smith,  Clayton* 
Smith,  Ferr 
Snowden.  Gregg’ 
Staples.  Gary 
Slaughter,  Rufus 
Thomas.  Sara 
Upshaw.  Jessica 
Watson.  Percy 
Whittington.  May 
Woods.  Tommy 
Young  Sr  ,  Charles 
Zuber  III,  Hank 


Name 

Aldridge.  Brian* 
Arinder,  Tracy 
Baker.  Larry* 
Barnett.  Jim 
Beckett.  Jim* 
Bondurant.  Sidney 
Bounds.  Scott* 
Buck.  Kelvin 
Chism.  Gary* 
Cummings.  Ricky 
Dickson,  Reecy 
Eaton,  Bo* 
Ellington.  Jim’ 
Fillingane,  Joey* 
Fleming,  Erik 
Formby,  Mark* 
Franks  Jr..  Jamie 
Frierson.  Herb* 
Gadd,  Jack 
Gibbs.  David 
Gregory.  James* 
Gunn.  Philip* 
Hamilton,  Eugene 
Home,  Steve* 
Howell.  Bobby’ 
Hudson, Joey* 
Jennings,  Wanda 
Lott.  Mark* 
Markham  Jr..  J.B. 
McBride.  Warner* 
McCoy,  Billy* 
Miles.  Bill 
Mims  V.  Sam 


Pass  Christian 

120 

Montgomery.  Pat 

Pontotoc 

15 

Brandon 

59 

Moss,  Harvey* 

Corinth 

2 

Carthage 

27 

Nicholson,  BHIy* 

Little  Rock 

78 

Meridian 

83 

Parker,  Deryk* 

Lucedale 

107 

Laurel 

88 

Reed.  Dannie* 

Ackerman 

35 

Belzoni 

51 

Reynolds,  Tommy* 

Water  Valley 

33 

India  noia 

31 

Robinson.  Eric* 

Quitman 

84 

Diamondhead 

95 

Rogers.  Margaret 

New  Albany 

14 

Hattiesburg 

103 

Rogers,  Ray 

Peari 

61 

Schiater 

34 

Ftotenbeny,  Clinton’ 

Mendenhall 

22 

Byhalia 

52 

Smilh.  Jeff 

Columbus 

39 

Meridian 

82 

Stringer,  Johnny 

Montrose 

87 

Ocean  Springs 

113 

Sullivan.  Preston* 

Okolona 

22 

Turner,  Jerry 

Bakfwyn 

18 

d-based  gambling) 

Vince.  Robert 

Sandy  Hook 

99 

City 

District 

Walley,  Shaun* 

Leakesville 

105 

Tupelo 

17 

Ward,  Greg 

Ripley 

4 

Morion 

75 

Warren,  Joe 

Mt.  Olive 

90 

Senatobia 

8 

Weathersby.  Tom* 

Florence 

62 

Brookhaven 

92 

Wells-Smith,  Carmel* 

Pascagoula 

111 

Bruce 

23 

Grenada 

24 

PRESENT 

Philadelphia 

44 

Ellis.  Tyrone 

Starkville 

38 

Holly  Springs 

5 

Perkins  Sr.,  William 

Greenwood 

32 

Columbus 

37 

luka 

1 

NOT  VOTING 

Hewes  III.  William 
Hohm,  John 
Huggins.  Bunky 
Jackson.  Robert 
Jackson  II,  Sampson 
Jordan.  David 
Kirby,  Dean* 

Lee.  Ezell* 

Michel.  Walter 
Moffat.  Tommy 
Morgan.  Ed* 

Posey,  Lynn* 
Robertson,  Tommy 
Ross.  Charlie 
Snowden.  Greg 
Simmons.  William 
Thames.  Billy* 

Walls  Jr.,  Johnnie 
Williamson.  Gloria 


Gulfport 

Jackson 

Greenwood 

Marks 

DeKalb 

Greenwood 

Peari 

Picayune 

Jackson 

Gautier 

Hattiesburg 

Union  Church 

Moss  Point 

Brandon 

Meridian 

Cleveland 

Mize 

Greenville 

Philadelphia 


NAY-21  (against  land-based  gambling) 


Taylorsville 

Raymond 

Sumrail 

Jackson 

Picayune 

Moor  evn  lie 

Poplarville 

Hickory  Flat 

West  Point 

Louisville 

Clinton 

Olive  Branch 

Meridian 

Kilmrchael 

Monticello 

DeSoto 

Petal 

G’wood  Springs 

Courtland 

Rienzi 

Fulton 

McComb 


Middteton,  Chuck 
Scott,  Omeria 
Shows,  Bobby* 


Sumner 
Port  Gibson 
Laurel 
Ellisville 


ABSENT _ 

Masterson,  Chester 


Vicksburg 


Mississippi  Senate 

YEA-29  (for  land-based  gambling) 

Name  City 


Albritton,  Sid* 
Brown.  Terry* 
Burton,  Terry 
Chaney.  Mike 
Clarke.  Buck 
Cuevas.  Scotty 
Davis.  Doug* 
Dawkins.  Debbie 
Dearing,  Bob 
Doxey.  Ralph 
Harden,  Alice 


Picayune 

Columbus 

Newton 

Vicksburg 

Hollandale 

Pass  Christian 

Hernando 

Pass  Christian 

Natchez 

Holly  Springs 

Jackson 


Name _ 

Browning.  Nickey 
Bryan,  Hob* 

Butler.  Kelvin 
Carmichael.  Videt* 
Flowers.  Merle 
Frazier.  Hillman 
Gordon,  Jack* 
Hyde- Smith,  Cindy* 
Jackson.  Gary* 

King  Jr.,  Tom* 

Lee.  Perry* 

Little,  Travis* 
Mettetel,  Nolan 
Nunneiee.  Alan* 
Pickering,  Stacey* 
Thomas.  Joseph 
Tollison,  Gray 
Turner.  Bennie 
Walley,  Shannon* 
White,  Richard* 
Wilemon  Jr.,  J.P. 


Amory 

Magnolia 

Meridian 

Southaven 

Jackson 

Okolona 

Brookhaven 

French  Camp 

Petal 

Mendenhall 

Corinth 

Sardis 

Tupelo 

Soso 

Yazoo  City 

Oxford 

West  Point 

Leakesville 

Terry 

Belmont 


PRESENT 
Gollott,  Tommy 


ABSENT 
Harvey,  Billy* 


El 
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Vet  finds  pet  care  a  disaster  ministry,  too 


By  Keith  Manuel 

Correspondent 


Springs,  attending  First 
Church.  His  home  is  almost 
four  feet  off  the  ground  and 
approximately  twenty-five  feet 
above  sea  level,  yet  water 
flowed  under  his  home. 

Although  he  faired  well, 
many  of  nis  neighbors  did 
not.  One  particular  neighbor 
is  his  95-year-old  grandmoth¬ 
er,  who  has  no  visible  sign  of 
her  home  left  on  her  lot.  ,9Acts 
of  service  have  been  the 
biggest  part  of  my  ministry," 
said  Mullen.  "I  have  had  to 


Ministering  to  people 
through  their  pets  is  a  part  of 
Walter  Mullen's  everyday 
practice  of  veterinary  medi¬ 
cine  in  Ocean  Springs.  Since 
Hurricane  Katrina  struck  the 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast,  how¬ 
ever,  Mullen's  efforts  have 
quietly  intensified. 

"I  am  much  more  content 
being  behind-the-scenes  doing 
something  for  somebody, 
said  Mullen,  "than  being  up 
front  and  noticed  for  doing  it. 

One  of  his  behind-the- 
scenes  ministries  comes  from 
making  trips  to  the  state's 
veterinary  school  at 
Mississippi  State  University 
in  Starkville  —  five-hour 
drive  one-way  —  to  retrieve 
food  and  water  for  the  pets  of 
his  clients.  Families  who 
evacuated  in  the  hours  before 
Katrina  struck  entrusted  him 
with  over  80  of  their  pets. 

Mullen  views  boarding  the 
pets  as  an  opportunity  for  min¬ 
istry  because,  tragically,  one  of 
his  clients  died  when  she 
would  not  leave  her  dog  dur¬ 
ing  the  storm.  "She  drowned. 
They  found  her  holding  her 
dog,"  he  said.  "She  was  the 
quintessential,  pleasant, 
grandmother-figure." 

Reflecting  on  the  tragedy,  he 
said,  "It  kind  of  sobers  you  up. 
It  was  something  where  we 
could  have  helped  her." 

In  the  days  after  the  storm, 
he  made  sure  pets  could 
receive  the  care  needed  by 
making  provision  for  the 
owners.  Depending  on  the 
devastation  of  personal  prop¬ 
erty  the  pet  owner  sustained, 
Mullen  would  adjust  his  fees 
accordingly. 


BAPTISTS 


Mullen.  "I  have  had  to 
clear  a  lot  of  glass  and  debris 
for  my  grandmother  and  our 
neighbors,"  he  said.  "I  found 
several  things  of  hers  that  she 
[lost  during  the  storm.]  We 
also  found  some  World  War  II 
medals  for  another  neighbor." 

Mullen's  wife  Jan  stated  that 
one  of  their  staffers  became  a 
Christian  while  evacuated  for 
the  storm.  She  said,  "[Walter] 
has  been  a  good  witness  to  his 
staff.  [The  employee]  came  and 
told  him  after  the  storm  that  she 
became  a  Christian  because  she 
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Mullen  and  four-legged  disaster  victim 


Moore  book  soars 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  More  than  140,000  copies  of  Beth 
Moore's  new  devotional  book.  Voices  of  the  Faithful,  have  been 
sold  nationwide  since  its  release  August  2.  The  book  shot  up  the 
bestsellers  list  and  stayed  in  the  top  five  for  at  least  two  months 
in  Christian  Retailing  and  was  first  on  the  list  for  at  least  two 
weeks.  Along  with  the  book,  the  companion  pieces  —  the  wor¬ 
ship  CD  and  DVD  —  have  sold  26,000  and  3,000  respectively. 
Churches  across  the  United  States  already  have  started  using 
the  devotional  book.  First  Church  of  St.  George  Island,  Fla., 
which  has  about  100  members,  has  ordered  240  books  to  use  as 
daily  devotionals.  The  church  is  encouraging  members  to  buy 
extra  copies  to  share  with  family  and  friends.  In  Boulder,  Colo., 
Larry  Dramann,  pastor  of  East  Boulder  Church,  is  using  the 
devotions  in  his  sermons  with  topics  ranging  from  persecution 
to  prayer  and  witnessing.  "After  the  last  [devotional]  I  used,  I 
saw  a  woman  in  the  church  who  had  just  returned  from  a  trip 
to  South  Africa  —  God  has  really  placed  a  call  in  her  heart  for 
missions,"  Dramann  said.  "She  was  walking  out  of  the  building 
carrying  the  book."  After  reading  the  devotion  for  his  birthday, 
a  14-year-old  boy  from  Muskogee,  Oklahoma,  could  notput  the 
book  down.  He  kept  reading  devotion  after  devotion.  "Tnis  is  a 
good  book,"  he  said.  "Anyone  would  like  to  read  this."  Voices 
of  the  Faithful  is  available  for  $18.99  (suggested  retail)  through 
local  retailers  and  through  the  International  Mission  Board  for 
$15.30  at  http://voicesofthefaithful.com  or  (800)  999-3113. 
Special  pricing  is  available  for  bulk  orders.  The  planning  and 
facilitator's  guides  can  be  downloaded  free  at  http://voicesoft- 
hefaithful.com.  Go  online  at  www.cnn.tv/cnn/voice.htm  for 
more  information  about  the  January  simulcast  event. 


Trustees  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  endorse  a  bold  plan  to  seize 
emerging  opportunities  for  the  Gospel  created  by  the  collapse  of  commu¬ 
nism  in  the  former  Soviet  Union,  earmarking  $10  million  for  the  work. 


Jackson  Association  schedules  a  pastor /church  revival  preparation  in 
anticipation  of  the  Good  News  America  —  God  Loves  You  revival  cam¬ 
paign  that  is  about  to  begin  across  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 


One  thousand  Baptist  students  from  26  colleges  and  schools  in 
Mississippi  are  expected  at  Mississippi  College  in  Clinton  for  the  annual 
State  Baptist  Student  Union  Convention. 
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Marks  of  the  Past 


1  suppose  all  or  us  have 
some  marks  in  our  lives  that 
remind  us  of  unusual,  signifi¬ 
cant,  or  thoughtless  moments 
in  our  past.  To  this  day  I  carry 
some  scars  on  my  body,  on 
my  head,  on  my  nands,  and 
on  my  legs  that  remind  me  of 
some  moments  in  my  youth. 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


No  doubt  they  will  go  with 

me  to  my  grave.  done  what  probably  made  so 

The  other  day  I  was  thinking  much  sense  to  him  at  the 
about  how  foolish  we  are  when  moment.  I  thought  about  his 
we  are  young.  I  was  observing  wedding  day  and  the  fact  that 
a  young  man,  probably  in  his  no  tuxedo  would  cover  up 
pre-twenties,  who  had  been  to  some  of  those  indelibly  print- 
the  tattoo  artist  several  times,  ed  markings  on  his  body.  I 
He  had  tattoos  (signs  and  thought  about  what  might 
words)  on  his  neck,  ears,  arms,  happen  as  he  would  someday 
and  no  telling  where  else.  I  am  go  for  a  job  interview  ancl 
sure  at  the  moment  they  seem  those  thoughtless  days  gone 
significant,  but  1  wonder  how  by  would  continue  to  be  like  a 
important  they  will  be  20,  30,  flashing  neon  light  before  a 
or  40  years  from  now.  Through  perspective  employer.  I  won- 
the  years  I  have  had  a  number  dered  how  he  would  feel 
of  good  friends  who  have  had  when  someday  he  had  chil- 
numerous  tattoos  put  on  their  dren  and  they  would  con- 
arms  which  years  later  caused  stantly  read  the  tattoos.  I 

them  to  wear  long-sleeved  \ _ 1 _ 1  1 _ _ 1.1  _ ,1 

shirts  to  try  to  cover  up  their  i . 

youthful  indiscretions.  desire  to  do  the  same  thing. 

I  thought  about  this  young  I  even  thought  about  the 
man  ana  I  wonderea  how  conclusion  of  this  young 
many  times  in  the  future  he  man's  life  and  if,  lying  in  a 
would  wish  that  he  had  not  casket,  he  would  want  to  be 


that  he  thought  and  said  at  inflicted  disobedience,  the 
the  age  of  18  or  20  —  but  I  Lord  will  provide  grace  and 
reminded  myself  again  that  forgiveness  to  bring  you 
all  of  us  have  those  marks  and  through.  Either  way,  it  is  pos- 
scars  that  are  reminders  of  sible  to  find  the  Lord  loving 
days  gone  by.  The  only  marks  and  doing  a  mighty  work  in 
that  I  know  for  sure  we  will  and  through  us. 
never  be  ashamed  of  are  the  Even  tne  bad  scars  can 
ones  described  by  the  Apostle  have  a  positive  impact.  A 

Paul  in  Galatians  6,  when  he  friend  of  mine  wno  had 

said,  "For  I  bear  on  my  body  numerous  tattoos  on  his  arms 
the  marks  of  Jesus."  Paul  had  did  not  wear  them  proudly, 
been  through  a  lot.  He  had  but  said  they  were  a  frequent 
suffered  at  the  hands  of  the  reminder  of  a  lifestyle  that  he 
heathen,  and  he  had  suffered  was  so  thankful  was  no 
scourging  attacks  by  saints,  longer  a  part  of  his  existence, 
wondered  how  he  would  feel  There  were  marks  on  his  back  Even  the  scars  from  bad 

if  his  children  expressed  the  from  beatings,  no  doubt  things  can  cause  us  to  say, 

bruises  that  never  healed  "But  thanks  be  to  God  that 
from  stonings,  and  emotional  giveth  us  the  victory  through 
wounds  from  verbal  attacks  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 
that  could  literally  cripple. 

So  what  are  we  to  do  with 
the  scars  of  life?  I  think  the 
first  important  step  is  to  rec¬ 
ognize  what  caused  the  scars 
Sometimes  our  scars  are  self- 


Christ 


•Requests  the  - 
•'“*  Honor  of 
Your 

V  Presence 
W  in  Heaven 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 


Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lyrd,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(1  have  sinned.) 


The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@mbcb.org. 


2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eter¬ 
nal  death.  (I  repent.) 

3.  1  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grave  to  forgive 
mv  sins  and  to  restore  my 
relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus  ) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a 
loving  relationship  with  Him. 
(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

“But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to 
become  children  of  God,  even  to 
those  who  believe  in  his  mme." 
(John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiri¬ 
tual  guidance. 


Old  Oak  Grove  Church,  Myrtle,  has  called 
Dallas  Pitts  as  minister  of  outreach.  Pitts  is  a 
student  at  Blue  Mountain  College.  The  church 
has  also  called  Robert  and  Norma  Brownlee  as 
senior  adult  directors  and  Heather  Linville  as 
student  director.  Gary  Linville,  pastor. 

Mount  Pleasant  Church,  Gloster,  has 

called  Stacy  McCollum  as  pastor,  effective 
Aug.  28.  McCollum  comes  with  his  wife 
Christy  and  their  three  children. 


At  KW. 


«LifeWa- 


Buses  provided  tor  LrfeWay  by 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales 


Escape  Summer  Weather  and 
Travel  with  Other  Southern  Baptists  on  a 


NORTHEAST 
CRUISE  &  TOUR 


Enjoy  Summertime  in  Nova  Scotia  and  Prince  Edward  Island 
Sail  the  Scenic  St.  Lawrence  River  to  Quebec  and  Montreal 

On  August  4,  2006  join  other  Baptists  on  this  15-Day  vacation  including  a 
seven-day  deluxe  Northeast  Cruise  with  Holland  America  Line  and  a  seven-day 
Northeast  vacation.  Spend  one  night  in  Boston  with  a  comprehensive  city  tour 
before  boarding  your  5-star  ship  the  ms  Maasdam.  Ports  include  Bar  Harbor, 
Maine;  Halifax  and  Sydney,  Nova  Scotia;  and  Charlottetown,  Prince  Edward 
Island.  Cruise  into  the  mouth  of  the  St  Lawrence  River  to  Saguenay  Fjord  with 
1,500  foot-high  cliffs.  Your  final  ports  indude  Quebec  City  and  Montreal.  In 
Montreal  meet  ‘your  man’  for  a  city  tour  of  the  ‘Paris  of  the  Americas.*  Your 
motor  coach  tour  wil  continue  through  the  Adirondack  and  Catskill  Mountains, 
Hyde  Park,  Philadelphia,  and  New  York  City,  with  induded  city  tours.  Prices 
start  at  only  $2098  (per  person,  double  occupancy)  including  all  taxes,  the 
motor  coach  tour  with  daily  escorted  sightseeing,  seven  nights  in  hotels,  and  the 
seven  day  deluxe  cruise.  Add  $400  for  airfare  from  Jackson  or  Gulfport/Biloxi, 
MS;  Birmingham,  AL  or  Memphis,  TN. 

Space  is  limited.  $100  deposits  are  now  duel 

Call  for  brochure  &  information  7  days  a  week: 

‘YOUR  MAN’  TOURS  1-800-968-7626 


1.800.930.7144 

Providing  a  hill  range  of  both  school 
and  commercial  buses 

Buses  in  stock  ranging  from  1 5  to  51 
passengers 

Featuring  safer  body  construction, 
higher  passenger  capacity  and 
greater  seating  comfort 

Quality  products,  Competitive  pricing 

www.thebuscenter.com 
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Just  for  the  Record 


1.  John  Johnson,  a  member  of 
Briarwood  Church,  Merid¬ 
ian,  received  his  45th  per¬ 
fect  attendance  pen  in 
Sunday  School. 

2.  Big  Springs  Church,  Brook- 
haven,  recently  held  their 
100  year  homecoming  with 
Talmadge  Smith,  Lincoln 
Association  AMD,  speaking. 

3.  Green's  Creek  Church, 
Petal,  held  its  first  annual 
car,  truck,  and  motorcycle 
show  Oct.  15.  Sponsored  by 
the  church's  RAs  and  GAs, 
monies  raised  were  used  to 
support  missionaries. 

4.  Union  County  Association 
sponsored  a  World  Craft 
party  at  Ingomar  Church, 
New  Albany,  Oct.  8.  Shown 
are  Grace  McMillin  and 
Ann  Witcher. 


1 .  Perfect  Attendance,  Briarwoojd  Church,  Meridian 


1 0.  RAs  &  GAs  Help  in  Katrina  Effort,  First  Church,  Oloh 


5.  Barton  Church,  Byhalia,  will 

E resent  Heaven's  Gates  and 
[ell's  Flames  Nov.  13-15,  7 
p.m.  Free  admission. 

6.  Goss  Church,  Columbia, 
will  have  the  Blessing  of  the 
Hunt  Nov.  10, 6:30  p.m.,  fea¬ 
turing  Dogwood  Outdoors, 
an  auction  for  a  wildlife 
quilt,  hunting  tips,  comedy, 
and  sharing  of  the  gospel. 
Free  admission.  For  infor¬ 
mation,  call  (601)  736-9563. 

7.  Goss  Church,  Columbia, 
will  be  a  drop-off  center  for 
Operation  Cnristmas  Child, 
sponsored  by  Samaritan's 
Purse,  Nov.  14-20. 


10.  The  RAs  and  GAs  of  First 
Church,  Oloh,  earned 
money  to  purchase  and 
provide  Bibles  and  teddy 
bears  for  children  dis¬ 
placed  by  Hurricane 
Katrina.  Recently,  the  RAs 
adopted  an  Indian  boy 
from  a  Baptist  village  in 
India  where  he  will  be 
receiving  an  education 
and  learning  about 
Christianity.  Snown  are 
the  participants. 


BAPTISTS 


2.  Homecoming  Celebration,  Big  Springs  Church,  Brookhaven 


8.  Canaan  Church,  Columbus, 

is  sponsoring  a  Lay  Re¬ 
newal  Weekend  Nov.  11-13. 
For  information,  call  (662) 
327-3771. 


9.  West  Ripley  Church,  Ripley, 

will  host  Brian  Free  and 
Assurance  Nov.  10,  7  p.m.  A 
love  offering  will  be  taken. 


Making  preventive  care  affordable, 
Making  a  difference. 


GHENT  NATION  INVESTMENT  CORP. 

FIRST  MORTGAGE  CHURCH  BONDS 

EARN  UP  TO:  8.25% 


3,  Car,  Truck,  and  Motorcycle  Show,  Green's  Creek  Church,  Petal 


When  it  comes  to  your  health,  an  ounce  of  prevention  can  be 
worth  so  much  more  than  a  pound  of  cure-it  can  be  lifesaving. 
That's  why  Baptist  Health  Systems  is  proud  to  offer  dinically 
significant  preventive  screenings  at  an  affordable  price.  We  think 
it  can  make  a  real  difference  in  our  community. 


These  bonds  may  be  placed  in  a  self-directed  IRA. 
Transfers  and  rollovers  accepted,  in  most  cases. 


Interest  Payable  Quarterly 

This  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  to  sell 
nor  a  solicitation  of  an  offer  to  buy.  All  offers 
are  made  by  propectus  only. 


5408-A  Bell  •  Amarillo  TX  79109 
Member  NASD,  SIPC 

For  more  complete  information  about  bond  issues, 
obtain  a  prospectus  which  describes  all  of  the 
particulars  of  the  undertaking.  Read  it  carefully 
before  you  invest  or  send  money.  All  bonds  are 
offered  at  face  value,  subject  to  availability 


CALL  OR  RETURN  THIS  TO 


Martin  Northern  800-408-30(1 

POBox  1302  501-316-310 

Benton,  AR  72018-1302  Fai  501-310-311 

Please  send  me  information  on  the  first  Mortage 
Church  Bonds  currently  being  offered  by 
Great  Nation  Investment  Corp. 


The  Spirit  of  Healthcare 


4.  WMU  WorldCraft  Party,  Ingomar  Church,  New  Albany 
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College  News 


MS  Positions 


WANTED  CHURCH  ORGANIST:  Trinity  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  PICAYUNE, 

Baptist  Church,  Meridian  MS,  currently  MISS.,  is  seeking  a  full-time  children's 
seeking  an  organist  for  Sunday  services  minister.  Please  send  resume  to  First 
and  special  occasions  as  required.  The  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  477,  Picayune, 
church  organ  use  would  enhance  our  MS  39466,  attn:  personnel  committee. 
worship  services.  If  you  live  in  or  around  PLEASANT  HILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH  is 
the  Meridian  area  and  are  interested 


Mississippi  churches  are  invited  to 
attend  a  special  Wednesday  night  pro¬ 
cram  on  November  9  in  BMC's  Modena 
Lowrey  Berry  Auditorium  at  6:30  p.m. 

No  reservations  or  tickets  are  required. 

For  more  information,  contact  Tracy 
Moser  at  (662)  685-4771  (Ext.  137). 

Blue  Mountain  College's  (BMC)  BSU  fine  arts 
and  ministry  teams  are  available  for  youth  events, 
children's  activities,  revivals,  retreats,  and  worship 
services.  For  scheduling  information,  contact  Tracy 
Moser  at  (662)  685-4771,  ext.  137,  or  e-mail 
tmoser@bmc.edu. 

Jerri  Lamar  Kantack,  Assistant  Professor  of 
Music,  was  selected  as  Blue  Mountain  College's  2005  Humanities  Teacher  Award 
Recipient  by  the  Mississippi  Humanities  Council.  Kantack  will  present  a  vocal  and 
instrumental  program  for  the  public  on  November  7,  at  7:00  p.m.  in  Garrett  Hall 
Auditorium.  For  more  information,  contact  the  Office  of  Public 

H  Relations  at  (662)  685-4771  (Ext.  246). 

Randy  Miley,  professor  and  chair  of 
the  Department  of  Art  at  MC,  has  been  Sr  -m  «-• 

selected  for  the  2005  Mississippi  Art  m  ■  |U1 

Educators  Association  Higher  ■  m 

Education  Division  Outstanding  Art  ■  fflSjj  I 
Educator  of  the  Year  Award.  H  Ijf 

The  Mississippi  College  (MC) 

Naturals  will  present  the  7th  Annual 
Miley,  MC  Holiday  Spectacular,  Home  for  Christmas,  also  featuring  the  Jr.  Naturals.  The 

-  holiday  dinner  show  will  be  presented  in  Alumni  Hall  on  the  MC  campus  Nov. 

17-19,  6:30  p.m.  Tickets  are  $23  for  adults  and  $15  for  children.  Call  (601)  925- 
3856  for  tickets,  e-mail  naturals@mc.edu,  or  purchase  tickets  from  any 
member  of  the  Naturals. 

.... 

fSfSf  [fe/g  The  Mississippi  Theater  Association  Kennedy  Center  American  College 

HIs  In  Mil  Theater  Festival  will  be  held  Nov.  3-5  at  the  Mississippi  University  for 


BLUE 

MOUNTAIN 

COLLEGE 

FOUNDED  1873 


in  now  accepting  resumes  for  an  associate 
using  your  talents  as  our  organist,  please  pastor  in  music.  Please  send  resume  to 
contact:  Pastor  Bro  Ed  Faskamp,  (601)  the  following  address:  Pleasant  Hill 
485-8040  or  Music  Director  Bro  John  Baptist  Church,  associate  pastor  search 

Cooke,  (601 )  656-9298. _  committee,  1383  Pleasant  Hill  Road, 

BETHESDA  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Terry,  Columbus,  MS  39702. _ 

Miss.,  is  accepting  applications  for  a  per-  YOUTH  MINISTER  POSITION  AVAIL- 
manent  part-time  secretary.  Bookkeeping  ABLE.  Part-time  youth  minister  needed 
and  computer  knowledge  a  most.  Send  Sunday  services,  Wednesday  night  and 
resumes  c/o  Jo  Bridgers,  Personnel  Dir,  general  youth  activities.  Grandview 
.14173  Midway  Rd.  Terry,  MS  39170.  Baptist  Church,  900  S.  Pearson  Road, 
|B£THANY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN  Pearl,  MS  39208.  Call  or  fax  resume  to 

NWIMAN,  MISS.,  is  seeking  a  bi-voca-  church  office  at  (601)  939-4215. _ 

feonaf  minister  of  music.  Resumes  SPRINGDALE  BAPTIST  CHURCH  is 
Should  be  sent  to  minister  of  music  accepting  resumes  for  the  position  of 
g&iyeh  committee,  Bethany  Baptist  part-time  minister  of  music  and  youth, 
^fbrch,  447S  Ponds  Road,  Meridian,  Please  submit  resume  to:  Personnel 
39301 .  for  more  information  call  Committee,  c/o  Springdale  Baptist 
ifeoH  644-3532  or  (601)  644-3537.  Church,  28V  Attala  Hwy.  19,  West, 


Bau chant,  BMC 


Kantack,  BMC 


Carols  by  Candlelight 

*A  CHANGE  OF  HEART. 

Complimentary  Ticket  Request  Form 
Presented  by  the  Sanctuary  Choir 
,  *  "  v,  '  '  of  First  Baptist  Church  Jackson 

h  f  TOiLJLB  with  Special  Guest  Ballet  Magnificat 

Friday,  December  9*7  p.m. 
ay,  December  10  •  3:30  (no  tickets  available)  &  7  p.m. 
Sunday,  December  1 1  •  3:30  &  7  p.m. 

CAROLS  BY  CANDLELIGHT 

FBC  Jackson  *  P.  O.  Box  250  *  Jackson,  Mississippi  39205 
SELF-ADDRESSED  STAMPED  ENVELOPE 

Orders  without  a  stamped  envelope  CANNOT  be  honored. 
!»s:  Please  indude  a  37  cent  stamp  for  every  10  tickets  ordered. 

Please  request  only  the  tickets  you  know  you  will  use. 


FINALLY  AFFORDABLE 


HEALTH  SEBREN'S  SIDING,  (ACKSON,  CHRISTIAN  COVENANT  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
INSURANCE  for  the  self  employed.  Call  OWNED.  All  home  improvements,  vinyl  COLLERVILLE,  TENN.,  is  now  accej 
(800)  541-8196.  Provided  by  Mega  siding,  windows,  metal  and  shingle  roofs,  resumes  for  a  full-time  senior  pastor 
Insurance,  www.christumer-ins.com.  patio  covers,  screen  and  glass  rooms.  (601 )  further  information,  see  www.cove 

STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC.,  serving  992-2092,  Don  &  Rita  Sebren,  owners. _  tontheweb.org.  Email  resume  to  ge 

MS  &  AL  since  1992.  Call  (800)  605-2970,  I - 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  CROSSETT,  We  offer  several  low 
ARKANSAS  is  seeking  full-time  chil-  choose  from.  E.  F.  He 
dren's  minister.  Send  resumes  to  FBC  Call  toll  free  today  (877)  232-0686. 
search  committee,  701  Main  Street,  MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT:  New  plan, 

Crossett,  AR  71635. _ saving  seniors  hundreds  a  year!  Call  available  for  concerts  in  churches, 

CHURCH  BUS  FOR  SALE:  $30,000  today  and  receive  our  free  information  Christian  school  fundraisers,  senior  citizen 
obo.,  65  passenger,  white,  1985  GMC.  letter  on  the  new  prescription  plans  now  functions,  etc.  Call  Ron  at  (225)  328-5961 
Detroit  diesel,  v8.  Call  Rankin  Baptist  available  to  qualified  seniors.  E.F.  Hutton  or  email  us  at  fourbyfaith@bellsouth  net 
Association  at  (601)  939-2182.  Insurance  toll  free  (8 77)  232-0686.  PREVOST  46  PASSENGER  MOTOR- 

DISCOUNT  BAPTISTRIES  &  STEEPLES.  1997  CLASS  A  MOTOR  HOME.  COACH  FOR  SALE.  Used  in  family  charter 
Baptistry  murals,  heaters,  lighting,  seating,  Cruisemaster  by  Georgieboy.  Thirty  six  ft.,  business.  Excellent  condition,  equipped 
wall  crosses,  pew  cushions,  kringlglas,  27K  miles,  large  slide,  always  garaged,  no  with  a  gallery  in  rear,  restroom,  VCR,  and 
carpet,  signs.  Church  Supply  Company  of  smoking,  no  pets,  (870)  460-0538.  DVD,  TV  monitor  with  CD  player,  am/fm 

Texas,  (800)  728-8291.  _  PIANO  TUNING:  I  also  repair,  buy,  sell,  radio.  For  more  information  please  call 

PRESCHOOL/CHILDREN'S  MINISTER,  refinish  and  move  pianos.  FREE  church  Ellen  at  (662)  489-5966  or  (662)  419-1000. 
full-time.  Send  resume  to  Calvary  tunings,  35  years  experience.  Call  Ron  BUS  FOR  SALE:  1995  Thomas  Bus, 
Baptist  Church,  1121  Paul  Bryant  Drive,  for  appointment  (225)  328-5961 .  1 10k  miles,  seats  35  Caterpillar  31 16 

Tuscaloosa,  AL  35401. _  CHRISTIAN  LONG  DISTANCE,  3.9  cents  diesel,  automatic,  a/c,  $18,000. 

THE  WISTFUL  LAND  OF  HANS  interstate,  4.9  cents  in  state.  No  monthly  Contact  Mike  Robinson,  Birmingham- 
CHRISTIAN  ANDERSON.  Join  Bill  and  service  charge.  Call  (866)  587-8346  or  Southern  College,  (205)  226-4936. 
Margarita  Stanford  on  a  1 4-day  cruise  of  www.lowermyphonebill.conVharoldtt.  WORLDCRAFTS  PARTY-  Slayden 
Scandinavia  and  St.  Petersburg  on  Star  CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free  Baptist  Church,  Marshall  Association, 
Princess,  May  23-)une  5,  2006.  Call  (601)  estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman,  November  5,  2005  9-30  a  m-11‘30 

9j^93  for  a  fore  brochure. _  Miss.,  phone  (601 )  776-661 7.  a.m.  Your  purchase  of  handmade 

HOPPER  GLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM  CUSTOM  DESIGNED  CHURCH  WorldCrafts  eives  art™  ,h. 


ENCLOSE: 


DISABILITY  MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT:  al@covenantontheweb.org  or  mail  to  pas- 

- -  '  cost  plans  to  tor  search  committee,  Covenant  Baptist 

Church,  P.O.  Box  1165,  Collerville,  TN 
38027  by  December  15,  2005.  _ 

"FOUR  BY  FAITH"  GOSPEL  QUARTET 


FOB  ALL  YOU*  NEW 

cdnstbuctton  and 

KEMDOEI  INC  NEEDS. 


No  Job  too  big  or  too  small 


Complete  satisfaction 
is  guaranteed 
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Family  Bible  Study 

Respond  with  Faith 

Job  1:1-3,  8-12,  20-22;  2:7-10 


■  we  are  able  to  perceive,  only  evaluation  of  us  that  is  Job  trusted  God,  despite  his 
we  must  remember  that  really  accurate  and  that  really  great  losses  and  his  unbearable 

our  perspective  is  limit-  matters  is  the  one  given  by  God.  grief.  Job's  response  was  sim- 

ed,  therefore  our  judg-  ply,  the  Lord  gives  and  the 

ments  about  other  peo-  III.  Faith's  Challenge  (1:9-12)  Lord  takes  away;  blessed  be 
pie,  circumstances  and  Satan  wanted  to  challenge  the  Name  of  the  Lord.  Satan 
especially  ourselves  Job's  faith  and  prove  that  believ-  didn't  stop  his  onslaught,  how- 
may  be  superficial.  ers  would  quickly  fall  away  ever.  After  robbing  Job  of  so 

.  given  trying  circumstances.  Satan  much,  he  even  robbed  him  of 

^  II.  God's  Perspective  is  had  the  idea  that  believers  are  his  health.  There  were  no  ratio- 
because  Limitless  (1:8)  only  faithful  as  long  as  they  are  nal  or  even  theological  expla- 

1  about  We  must  understand,  that  prospering.  (According  to  nations  given  to  Job  for  the  dis¬ 
ci  a  man  while  our  earthly  perspective  is  today's  television  preachers,  aster  and  pain  he  was  facing, 
his  sin-  limited,  God's  perspective  is  not.  believers  are  only  faithful  if  pros-  yet  through  it  all  he  main- 
ity.  He  Job's  faithfulness,  nappy  family  pering.)  Satan  decided  to  chal-  tained  his  faith  in  God.  Job 
reared  and  abundant  wealth  were  all  on  fenge  die  genuineness  of  Job's  rested  in  nothing  but  faith  in 

lot  only  the  surface,  but  only  God  was  faith  by  taking  away  his  prosper-  God's  goodness  and  the  hope 
ith,  but  able  to  discern  Job's  true  heart,  ity  ana  even  his  children.  The  of  His  redemption.  He  contm- 
a  wife.  The  trials  that  Job  was  about  to  only  things  Satan  left  Job  with  ued  to  trust  God  through  it  all. 
jghters.  face  would  change  his  peers'  were  his  wife,  his  health,  and  the  How  should  we  respond 

loving  opinion  of  him.  The  trials,  how-  four  servants  who  brought  the  when  suffering  and  loss  over¬ 
verse  4,  ever,  were  in  no  way  connected  bad  news  of  Job's  losses.  Job,  who  whelm  us?  Simply  "trust  in 
tier.  Not  to  God's  anger,  judgment,  or  had  lived  a  blameless.  God-fear-  the  Lord  with  aft  your  heart, 
erve  his  abandonment  of  Jot.  God  clearly  ing  life  was  unaware  of  the  heav-  and  lean  not  on  your  own 
ut  they  described  Job  as  His  servant,  a  eruy  conversation  between  Satan  understanding"  (Prov  3:5)  for 
nances,  blameless  and  upright  man  who  and  God.  He  was  unaware  of  "those  who  trust  in  the  Lord 

vas  not  feared  Him  and  stood  out  among  God's  affirmation  of  him  and  are  like  Mount  Zion,  which 
but  in  other  living  men.  The  opinions  Satan's  plan  of  attack  against  cannot  be  moved,  but  abides 
i  inven-  that  our  fellow  men  hold  con-  him.  He  lost  everything  in  the  forever"  (Ps  125:1). 

h  and  ceming  us,  since  they  are  based  blink  of  an  eye  and  was  given  no  - - 

latest  of  only  on  what  is  perceived,  will  good  reason  for  it.  His  faith  was  Ivy  is  a  pastor  of  Fairfield 

t.  While  often  be  very  different  than  what  greatly  challenged.  Church,  Moselle. 


By  Kevin  I 


3.  Acknowledge  the  Difficul-  despair  begin  to  lift  and  we 
ties,  (Romans  7:17-23)  know  that  God  is  always  there 

It's  hard  to  admit  we  have  dif-  when  we  need  him.  "He  is  our 
r  with  sin.  But  it's  easy  to  champion  of  freedom.  He  deliv- 
say,  "I'm  not  perfect!"  God  ers  believers  from  the  burden  of 
knows  we're  not  perfect,  but  the  law  and  the  power  of  sin  in 
He  expects  us  to  strive  to  be  order  that  they  might  serve 
the  best  Christian  example  we  God"  (Broadman  Commentary), 
can  be.  "To  him  that  knoweth  How  important  it  is  for  believers 
to  do  good  and  doeth  it  not,  to  to  affirm  Christ  as  their  deliverer 
him  it  is  sin"  (James  4:17).  Our  so  that  they  can  adequately  deal 
allegiance  to  Jesus  Christ  with  their  difficulty  with  sinful 
needs  to  be  a  priority  in  our  desires  and  be  useful  to  God! 
lives.  The  law  reminds  us  of  God  always  takes  care  of  His 
what  sin  is.  As  followers  of  flock.  Exodus  3:7-8  says,  "I 
Christ,  we  know  we  can  over-  have  surely  seen  their  affliction; 
come  the  temptations  we  face.  I  have  heard  their  cry.  I  am 
We  know  how  to  do  the  right  come  to  deliver  them."  What  a 
things.  The  hard  part...  is  not  promise  of  hope  to  all  of  us! 
"sold  under  sin,"  is  language  doing  the  wrong  things!  Christ's  death  meed  us  to  begin 

used  in  the  slave  market.  A  slave  4.  Affirm  the  Deliverers,  anew.  "Therefore,  if  any  man  he 

desired  to  do  good,  but  often  (Romans  7:24-25)  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new  creature: 

failed.  In  verse  fifteen,  Paul's  Paul  began  these  verses  with  old  things  are  passed  away; 

conflict  sounds  like  us  today:  "I  a  cry  for  help.  He  felt  defeated  behold,  all  things  are  become 
know  what  I  should  do,  and  and  sought  nelp  for  his  dilem-  new"  (2  Corinthians  5:17). 
want  to  do,  but  I  end  up  doing  ma.  Paul's  reference  is  to  his  sin-  To  be  truly  free  in  Christ,  we 
something  I  despise!"  We  strug-  ful  nature  rather  than  to  his  must  accept,  admit,  and  acknowl- 
'  i  the  same  issues  of  obey-  fleshly  body.  Verse  twenty-four  edge  that  we  have  spiritual  free¬ 
ing  and  disobeying.  The  law  was  was  a  question,  "Who  shall  dom  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
onginally  spiritual.  But  its  word-  deliver  me?"  His  answer  came  Lord.  Then,  we  will  want  to 
ing,  forbidding  men  to  do  certain  quickly.  Verse  twenty-five  says,  affirm  with  confidence  to  Jesus 
things,  made  sin  an  attraction  '*1  thank  God  (his  deliverer)  Christ  that  we  will  let  our  lives 
and  fleshly  desires  weak.  If  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord."  be  useful  to  Him. 

believers  are  to  be  useful  to  God,  Whenever  we  offer  praise  and  - 

they  must  admit  their  sinful  thanksgiving  to  God  (our  deliv-  Davis  is  a  member  of  First 
desires  and  deal  with  them.  erer),  the  feelings  of  anguish  and  Church,  McComb. 


ther  explained, 

"Christ  is  now  your 
master...  not  the  law." 

Having  said  that,  he  ficulty 
urged  them  to  lead  a  *1 

productive  life  of  ser¬ 
vice  which  would 
give  glory  to  God. 

"Love,  joy,  and  peace 
would  show  the  fruit 
•  of  their  service  to 

,s  Christ"  (Stifler). 

2.  Admit  the  Desires, 

(Romans  7:14-16) 

Paul  uses  his  own  life  to  iden¬ 
tify  the  weakness  of  the  carnal 


Explore  the  Bible 

"Freed  Through  Christ" 

Romans  7:4-6, 14-25 


By  Betty  Davis 


is  saying,  and  find  out 
what  he  means."  Paul 
usually  said  things  m 
language  the  average  person 
could  understand.  In  this 
chapter,  he  was  attempting  to 
explain  that  a  Christian  was 
dead  to  sin  (v.  4).  Paul  used  (fleshly)  life.  Even  though  Paul 
an  illustration  he  thought  the  was  a  Christian  he  struggled 
people  would  relate  to;  the  with  sin,  as  we  do.  The  phrase, 
relation  between  a  husband  •— J "  —  1 — 

and  wife  (7:2-3).  His  descrip¬ 
tion  was  to  show  that  under 
law,  when  a  married  man 
died,  the  partnership  between 
him  and  nis  wife  was  ended. 

She  was  no  longer  bound  to 
him.  She  was  free  to  marry 
again  without  breaking  the  glewith 
law  or  feeling  guilty.  To  teach  J 

his  main  purpose,  he  com¬ 
pared  that  illustration  to  the 
life  of  a  Christian.  "You  are 
set  free  from  the  law,  and  you 
are  to  form  a  new  relationship 
with  Jesus  Christ  who  was 
raised  from  the  dead."  He  fur- 


When  we  hear  the  word 
"free,"  we  pay  attention  immedi¬ 
ately.  Sometimes,  we  need  to  be 
careful  to  read  the  fine  print  to 
clarify  the  full  intention  of  the 
offer.  Look  at  these  free  promis¬ 
es:  free  ticket,  free  to  say  what 
you  want  to,  free  from  pain,  free 
from  worry,  free  from  the  con¬ 
trol  of  others,  free  to  live  in  the 
United  States  of  America,  and 
free  to  worship  whom  we 
choose.  As  Christians,  we  are 
free  through  the  death  of  Jesus 
Christ  to  inherit  eternal  life. 
Today's  lesson  talks  about  spiri¬ 
tual  freedom. 

1.  Accept  the  Demand, 
(Romans  7:4-6) 

In  my  research,  I  was  glad 
to  find  that  many  of  the  the¬ 
ologians  wrote  what  I  was 
thinking:  "What  is  Paul  say¬ 
ing?"  I  like  what  C.H.  Doad 
wrote:  "When  we  are  study¬ 
ing  this  passage,  we  should 


news 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish  ^ 

news  ana  photographs  of  special  events 

that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  - 

of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The  f  ^ ^ 

Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit- 

ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  1 1 -inch  V 

paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
forms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  received  in  writing;  no  articles  Photograph  attachments  are  permissible, 

will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone.  Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically  the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of 

to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con-  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 

tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e-  address  and  telephone  number, 
mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats,  Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted,  white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts 


ping.  Photographs  must  depict  people 
No  landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only 
photographs  will  be  printed.  News  itejn; 
and/or  photographs  can  be  published 
one  time  only.  Deadline  for  submitting 
news 


_  is  one  week  prtor  to  requested 

publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis, 
are  not  reproducible.  Digital  photos  may  Requests  to  return  photographs  must  be 
be  used  if  submitted  as  a  JPEG  file  via  accompanied  by  a  self-addressed, 
either  (a)  e-mail,  (b)  three-and-a-half  inch  stamped  envelope, 
floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be  Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
clear,  sharp,  and  well-lighted.  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 

All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing,  MS  39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330. 
and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop-  E-mail:  baptistrecord@mbcb.org. 
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Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx,  1V32  -  2004 
copyrighted  2005 
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CXZAL  HF  CRA  LAELHTL 


1 .  Deacon  Ordination,  Star  Church,  Star 


JRXUR  CRA  KECRAF  RECR 


2.  GAs  Missionary  Project,  Ellistown  Church,  Blue  Springs 


1.  Star  Church,  Star,  ordained 
Jeff  Walker  as  a  deacon  Oct. 
16.  Shown  are  Vic  Bowman, 
Walker,  and  Gary  Glass. 

2.  The  GAs  of  Ellistown 
Church,  Blue  Springs,  col¬ 
lected  supplies  for  their 
Christmas  m  August  pro¬ 
ject  to  send  to  missionary 
Dennis  Rivera.  Shown, 
front  row,  are  Carol  Coker, 
Elizabeth  Buster,  Santina 
Shook,  Sara  Speck,  and 
Katie  Buster;  back  row,  Jane 
RobertS-and  Julie  Bruce. 

First  Church,  Carriere,  pre¬ 
sented  pastor  Gary  Smith 
and  his  wife  a  plaque  and  a 
bouquet  of  flowers  in 
honor  of  41  years  of  service 
at  the  churcn.  Dub  Herring 


of  Dub  Herring  Ford  also 
presented  Smith  with  a 
2005  Mercury  Marquis. 

4.  Dry  Creek  Church,  Simp¬ 
son  Association,  recently 
ordained  David  Hays  into 
the  gospel  ministry.  Shown 
are  Tea  Ainsworth,  Ken¬ 
neth  Armstrong,  Hays,  and 
Marsha  Hays. 

5.  Beulah  Church,  Myrtle, 

honored  pastor  Ken 
White  on  nis  birthday 
with  a  surprise  party  and 
a  barbecue  grill. 


BNC  XT  RXL  HIT  BHJAF. 


EUCL  HTA:LAOAT 


Clue:  N  =  U 

Have  tun  with  cryptography  _  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  John  Twenty-One: 
Twenty-Two. 


3.  Pastor  Honored,  First  Church,  Carriere 


BAPTISTS 


MJA/tW 


5.  Pastor  Honored,  Beulah  Church,  Myrtle 


4.  Hays  Ordination,  Dry  Creek  Church,  Simpson  Association 


1119  Mississippi  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong. 


Corinth  Church,  Purvis:  Revival,  Nov.  6-9;  Mt.  Vernon  Chi 

Sun.,  11  a.m.  followed  by  covered  dish  meal  and  Nov.  13-16;  Sun.,  11 
6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Gene  Douglas,  ship;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p. 
speaker;  Steve  Walker,  music.  Lamar  Callahan,  mu< 

East  Columbia  Church,  Columbia:  Trinity  Church,  Ph 

Revival,  Nov.  6-9;  Sun.,  Sunday  School,  10  and  Seminar,  Nov.  1 
a.m.,  with  worship  at  11  a.m.  followed  by  p.m.;  Mon-Wed.,  7 
dinner  on  the  grounds  and  6  p.m.;  Louisville,  Ky„  speak* 

Mon.-Wed.,  6:30  p.m.;  James  Messer,  speaker; 

Rob  Schepers,  music.  West  Corinth  Cl 

„  ,  Nov.  5-8;  Sat.,  6  p.m.; 

Harmony  Church,  Quitman:  125th  Mon.-Tue.,  6  p.m  N 
Anniversary,  Nov.  6;  Sunday  School,  9:30  a.m.;  Alan  Guyer,  music, 
worship,  10:30  a.m.,  followed  by  dinner  on  the 

grounds  and  special  song  service,  2  p.m.;  David  West  Ripley  Chui 
Jay,  speaker;  Liberty  Quartet,  music;  Rodney  6-9;  Sun.,  11  a  m  ai 
Ward,  pastor.  p.m.;  Randy  Latch.  Sr 


More  than  1100  churches  throughout  Mississippi 
put  their  faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for 
comprehensive  insurance  services  including 
property,  general,  and  specific  liability,  vehicle, 
workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 
Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program, 
customized  for  your  ministry,  at  the  most 
competitive  premium  rates. 

information ,  call  Mike  Brooks  at  (tn  VVHlirigton 
601-420-0174  or  1-800-442-0290.  kSSj  AsSOCiatCS, 


The  Baptist  Record 


November  3,  2005 


